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Dear enquirer, 
 
Thank you for your interest in hospital radio, in particular the Edinburgh Hospital Broadcasting 
Service, known as red dot radio. 
 
Please read through the information in this pack carefully; it will give you a good idea of what is 
involved. If, after reading it, you would like to apply to join us then complete the application form 
and return it to me at the address given. I will then be in touch to arrange an interview with you 
and, if successful, you will begin your trial membership. If you have not heard from me within two 
weeks of posting your form please contact me by email so that I can check that it has in fact 
reached our studio through the NHS internal mail system. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Wright 
Executive Secretary 
andrew.wright@ehbs.co.uk 
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Welcome to EHBS 
 
• Hospital Broadcasting in the UK 
All over the UK, patients can hear music, news and information from their local hospital radio service. There 
are even a handful of hospital television services. 
  
Hospital radio aims to provide comfort and entertainment to patients in hospital with a special mix of music 
and chat. The service also keeps patients in touch with their family and friends with music requests and local 
news items. 
 
The Edinburgh Hospital Broadcasting Service (EHBS), popularly known as Red Dot Radio because of the 
stickers on the bedside selection buttons, is one of three hospital radio stations in the Edinburgh area. 
 
Like all hospital stations, EHBS is run entirely by volunteers. We have no paid staff and get no 
regular income from the NHS or other Government sources. 
 
The biggest reward for a hospital broadcasting volunteer is a letter from a patient who says thank you for 
keeping them company at a difficult time.  
 
• What’s involved in being a volunteer in hospital broadcasting? 
We provide a special service to hospital patients, and only a small part is about presenting programmes!  
Keeping the station running takes a lot of work, and most stations expect volunteers to help with a range of 
the jobs involved. That includes ward visiting and request collecting, fundraising activities and cleaning the 
studio, as well as operating the studio equipment and presenting programmes. 
 
• What skills do I need? 
You should be able to communicate well in English (a couple of stations in Wales also ask for Welsh 
speakers!). 
It helps if you are outgoing and enjoy meeting people, especially for collecting requests on the wards or 
fundraising for Red Dot Radio. You don’t need expert knowledge of music, nor any technical expertise – 
most important is a willingness to learn and be part of a team and be able to make a regular commitment. 
 
• Do I have to go on air? 
Most members want to be involved in programmes, but you won’t be forced to speak on air if you don’t want 
to! You’ll be equally welcome if you just want to visit the wards, chat to the patients and collect requests. 
 
• How much time will I have to give? 
You’ll be expected to make a regular commitment, such as one evening a week from 6.00 pm to 10.00pm if 
you’re involved with a programme. Plus there may be fundraising events or outside broadcasts at weekends. 
(Because stations are run by volunteers, most activities happen in the evenings or at weekends.)  
 
Presenting a show doesn’t just mean turning up at the studio and going on air – it means visiting the wards 
to collect requests, finding the records in the library, doing the programme, and putting everything away 
afterwards.  Also remember that Hospital Radio is a year round operation that includes holiday periods and 
you should seriously consider whether you can provide this level of commitment. 
 
• Is there an age limit? 
Our volunteers range in age from their mid-teens to retirement, and beyond! Many hospitals have a minimum 
age limit for volunteers. EHBS generally requires that members are 16 or over. If you are between the ages 
of 16 and 17 we will require a letter of parental consent. 
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• What will it cost? 
The annual membership fee at EHBS is currently £26 a year. There are however reduced subscriptions for 
students and the unwaged.. You’ll have to pay for your own travel to get to the studio and events, but you will 
be provided with an Id card for ward visiting and fundraising. 
 
• Are there any reasons why I might not be accepted? 
Patients in hospital are vulnerable people, so we need measures to protect them. EHBS will ask you for 
references.  (Because of the sensitive nature of volunteer work in hospitals, the Rehabilitation of Offenders 
Act does not normally apply and all convictions, whether "spent" or not, must be declared.) But you won't be 
refused because of things like parking fines!  
 
• What training is there? 
It varies, but you will first visit the wards with a more experienced member and get used to chatting to 
patients. After a trial period of twelve attendances, you should get an introduction to presenting and a 
technical course for the equipment. If appropriate, there is an audition for all would-be presenters – and even 
people who’ve done hospital, student or professional broadcasting before are expected to take it! 
 
• Will hospital broadcasting help my career? 
Any voluntary work can be put on your CV to impress a future employer (and that applies to any job, not just 
the media), but nothing is guaranteed and for every one who's gone on into a job there are hundreds who 
haven't. Remember that hospital radio stations exist to benefit the patients, not to be a training 
academy for would-be journalists and presenters! 
 
However, it’s all good experience - many professional broadcasters started in hospital stations and we’ll be 
happy to share our skills with you as long as you support a range of station activities. 
 
• How do I find EHBS? 
The EHBS studios are at Royal Victoria Hospital,13 Craigleith Road, Edinburgh, EH4 2DN, the phone 
number being 0131 537 5353.  The web site address is www.reddotradio.co.uk and you can contact us by 
email to recruitment@ehbs.co.uk 
 
• I phoned/emailed EHBS – but I’m still waiting for a reply? 
As at most stations, membership enquiries are dealt with by one person who only comes in once a week. 
And remember that we're all volunteers with family, work and other commitments too. If you ring 0131 537 
5353 during the day you'll probably get an answering machine and be asked to leave a message. Please 
make sure you leave a daytime and an evening contact number. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
for the 

EDINBURGH HOSPITAL BROADCASTING SERVICE 
broadcasting as 

red dot radio 
 
Please complete this form and either email it to recruitment@ehbs.co.uk or print it out and post to: 
Chairman, Edinburgh Hospital Broadcasting Service, c/o Royal Victoria Hospital, 13 Craigleith Road, Edinburgh, EH4 2DN. 

 
(Mr, Ms etc)           Forename       Surname       

      

Address        Home Phone       

        Work Phone       

        Mobile        

        Email       

Post Code        Date of Birth       

 

Occupation State the names of any EHBS members known to you 

            
 

List any skills or interests you have that could be helpful to EHBS 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reasons for wishing to join/Information in support of your application 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Areas of interest – training will be provided if necessary 

Request collection  Speech production  Speech presentation  
Publicity  Music production  Music presentation  
Fund raising  Technical operation  Technical maintenance  
Record library  Sports production  Sports presentation  

Other:      
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Availability (regular shows are in the evening but special events may be at other times) 

 9am-1pm 1pm-5pm 6pm-10pm 

Mondays    

Tuesdays    

Wednesdays    

Thursdays    

Fridays    

Saturdays    

Sundays    

 

Ward Visiting Preference (the most convenient for your home/work address) 

 1
st
 Choice 2

nd
 Choice 3

rd
 Choice 

Royal Infirmary (Little France)    

Western General (Crewe Rd South)    

Royal Victoria Hospital (Craigleith Road)    

 
Disclosure 

Please note that you will be expected to complete and submit a Disclosure Scotland Application to EHBS as 
part of your trial membership. There will be no charge for this service but it is a condition of membership. As 
part of this process you will receive a Disclosure Certificate. Criminal activity recorded on the certificate will 
not necessarily prevent you from continuing to be a trial member. 

 

Health – (Please give details of any illness or disability, including allergies, that may affect your voluntary 
work) 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EHBS is committed to operating without discrimination on the basis of race, colour, religion, national or 
ethnic origin, age, handicap, or gender.  
 
Data Protection: personal data supplied by you will be used only for the purposes of membership 
administration. 
 

Signature Date 

 
 
 

      

 




